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REMARKS 

Claims 1 -22 are pending in the application. 

The Office made final an earlier rejection of claims 1-9, 11-16, and 18-22 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Griffin, et al, 6,248,447. 

Independent claims 1, 1 1, and 1 8 have been amended now to specify that the substrate is a tungsten 
carbide substrate, as described in the specification. 

Applicant believes that claims 1, 1 1, and 18, as amended, now preclude the structure described by 
Griffin, et al. 6,248,447, and are therefore allowable. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests 
allowance of claims 1, 1 1, and 18. 

Applicant further believes claims 10 and 17, finally rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
anticipated by Griffin, et al. 6,248,447, and the remaining dependent claims 2-9, 12-16, and 19-22 are 
now allowable, as they depend from allowable base claims. Therefore, allowance of dependent claims 
2-9, 12-16, and 19-22 is also requested. 

In view of the amendments and remarks made herein, Applicant respectfully submits that the 
application is now in condition for allowance. Therefore, Applicant respectfully requests that mis 
amendment be entered and that a timely Notice of Allowance be issued in this case. 

It is believed that there are no fees due at this time. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge 
any fees that may be required at any time during the prosecution of this application without specific 
authorization, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account 180584. If there are any questions 
concerning the above, please contact the undersigned at 832-681-8623. Please note that this contact 
telephone number will change to 281-878-5658 on 23-August-2004. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



JefferyE. Daly 
Reg. No; 44,640 




Grant Prideco, L.P. 
1330 Post Oak Blvd. 
Suite 2700 
Houston, TX 77056 

Ph: 832-681-8623 (281-878-5658 starting 8/23/04) 
Fax: 832-681-8699 

e-mail: ieffery.dalv@grantprideco.com . 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING OR TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as First Class Mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Honorable Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 or facsimile transmitted to tho U.S. 
Patient and Trademark Office on the date shown below. 
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